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Time for Cartoon Portraits

Welcome once again to another exciting month of appreciation of
art and life ot Galleria To.Mo.Ka. As we continue our journey of
showcasing the best that Ethiopian artists have to offer, we invited
Cartoon Portrait Artist Tedros Mesfin to grace our gallery.

Most people recognize the Cartoon Portraits of Teodros Mesfin;
popularly known as Teddy Man in the social issue columns of the
Amharic news papers including €thio Channel and Yegna Press. He
also showed his works in a number of exhibitions and left his own
marks in the minds of art lovers in €thiopia.

Teddy Man's unique take of art involving popular personalities from
politics, media, sports and the entertainment sectors gives us a chance
to look at them as one of our own and relatable to us. His cartoon arts
accompanying serious social feature articles also initiate the appetite
for reading.

We can not possibly describe the whole essences of the art works
presented by Teddy Man. Instead, we invite to explore the works in
your own time and imagination sipping your favorite To.Mo.Ka Coffee.

€njoy!
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the list at the exhibition. 25 of the celebrities came to
see their portraits and showed support to Teddy Man.
The public also seemed to love it. Thousands of people
visited the exhibition at the National Theatre Art Gallery
after o warm opening ceremony at Jupiter Hotel in Addis
Ababa.

€ncouraged by his first exhibition reviews, Tewodros
organized a similar exhibition last year featuring 35
celebrities and famous politicians including the portrait
of U.S. President Barak Obama.

Teodros currently works as Cartoon Portrait Artist at the
weekly Amharic newspaper Yegna Press. He hopes to
do more of his portrait art and feature films.

Nebiyu Girma
2 ncET Occupation : Cartoon Portrait Artist
OF@-(\L: Hary: 91.01E 16:1967 %4.9° Date of Birth : APRIL 25: 1974 G.C.
Sr@m-A0L N J: A0 ANO Place of Birth : Addis Ababa
HIPUCT L8 8. The T (1&CRF)E €ducation : Diploma (Drowing), Diploma (Video
AT (MO AG N9¢-4n 4HRT)? & Graphic Design), Diploma (filmmaking (Direct-
8T (N&AT° SLLNET) ing))
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Yemen and €ritrea. He spent good number of years
in these countries working different jobs. But he never
forgot about his passion for painting and attended
short trainings at different art schools. Tewodros also
showcased his works in public exhibitions in €ritrea at
one point.

After 10 years of leading a refuge life, he came back to
€thiopia some years ago.

Teodros also has the eye for cinema. In addition to
his love for painting, he also wanted to know about
films. Right aofter returning to €thiopia, he went to film
schools to study directing, graphics and editing and got
certificates and diploma in film directing from Master
Film Production and Infonet College. He used his skills
to shoot and edit wedding videos. He also directed a
movie titled "Berad Fim". He is now writing a film script
to come back to the film industry.

Although he knew how to paint and had positive
reviews, he got Cartoon Portrait Art when he was writing
articles to newspapers. His Cartoon Portrait Art works
were appreciated by readers of the newspapers ot
Meznagna and €thio Channel newspapers, with some
healthy dose of criticism. This feedback encouraged him
to organize an exhibition featuring Cartoon portrait art
of fomous people in €thiopia.

As this type of artistry was not common in €thiopia,
some of the celebrities whose portrait showed big
ears, weird noses and distorted face features were
uncomfortable being presented in such art forms. But
the general feedback was positive. Former prime
minister Meles Zenowi, Haile Gebreselassie, Meseret
Defar, Tsedenia G/Markos, Sayat Demissie were just
few of the celebrities whose portraits were included in
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Cartoon and Caricature:
Teodros Mesfin's €xpressions

Teodros Mesfin is a Cartoon Portrait Artist. Unlike
many artists who occasionally spend time with their
passion, Teddy takes his work as a full time job.
Most people in €thiopia would recognize Teodros
a.k.a. Teddy Man from €thio Channel Newspaper.
His drawings of women in different walks of life
show irony in a cartoonic way that is unique to
Teodros.

Cartoon by nature is an art form that accompanies
articles written in newspapers or magazines to
express the issues better, artistically. Cartoons may
be used to initiate loughter but they also send
critical messages in a sarcastic manner. This culture
in the print media is very common in €urope and
America.

€thiopia's experience is a bit different. Ue use oral
traditions to express dissatisfaction or happiness
over something in sarcastic way. Most €thiopians
would find something equivalent in real life to
contrast and express their views of disappointment
in a funny but a tone of sarcasm.

€xpressing views using Cartoons was not common
in €thiopia. But attempts were there in different
newspapers and magazines. Asrat Weldemedhin
and Zewdu Bekele are remembered from the
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time of €mperor Haileselossie for their Cartoons
published in Addis Zemen Newspaper. We also
remember Belay Gorfu later in the military regime
for his caricatures on political and economic issues
in Tsedey Magazine. More artists started doing
cartoons in the past 20 years, commenting on
various political, social and economic issues through
their cartoons. Among them are Mahlet Uorku of
Addis Zemen, Bekele Haile and €lios Areda of
the Reporter Newspaper and Sertsedingil Tassew
of Addis Admas. This month's featured artist in
Galleria TOMOCA. Tewodros Mesfin, a.k.a. Teddy
Man is also widely known for his works at €thio
Channel and Yegna Press Newspapers.

Teddy Man's cartoon and Portraits  were not
restricced to newspapers. He organized two
exhibitions to showcase his works in 2012 and
2014, This show at Galleria Tomoca is also similar
in nature consisting Cartoon Portrait of famous
personalities in €thiopia and elsewhere in the
world.

There are three key ingredients for an artist to excel
in Cartoons and Caricature. Good knowledge and
sense of art and humor, skills in drawing and up-
to-date knowledge of the socio political situation
of the country he/she lives in. Although there are
some qualities that he has to full fill and be trained,
Teddy Man strives to have qualities and use art as
a medium to express important issues artistically.
Of course, he is still in search of possessing all
qualities, but he is probably the only one in €thiopia
who takes this work seriously to make it a full time
job. He should be commended for hanging on his
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Teodros Mesfin

Although he grew up watching his elder brothers drow
pictures, he never thought he would end up being
a Portrait Artist.  His brothers are now in different
professions, but he hang on and stayed in the world of
art. Most people would recognize the name Teddy Man
from his Cartoon characters in newspapers, and most
recently in his Portrait €xhibitions of popular figures
in €thiopia and elsewhere in the world. This month

Galleria Tomoca brings you the amazing works of
Tewodros Mesfin.

Teodros was born and raised in Addis Ababa around
Mexico Square. He ottended his elementary and Junior
High at fFirehiwot School and went to Shimelis Habte for
his high school education. After taking his secondary
school national examination, Tewodros left €thiopia
with his friend in search of better opportunities in
neighboring Kenya without even looking at the results
of his school leaving examination.

‘I wos young and did not think it through” recalls
Tewodros. He crossed the tthiopian border to get to
Kenya at first and moved on to other countries including
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passion and make life out of it.

Teddy Man featured unique art collections that
keeps you think about issues in simple but profound
way. | want to say Kudos to Teddy Man and look
forward to see more of your work in the future.

Galleria Tomoca as usual has continued to support
the art family in €thiopia along with the excellent
taste of its coffee.  Keep up the good work!

Art lovers and enthusiasts, | invite you to enjoy and
smile visiting Teddy Man's unique collections.

€shetu Tiruneh (Painter)

Jonuary 2015
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